
 

 

Most shorted ahead of earnings  

 
A review of how short sellers are positioning themselves ahead of earnings announcements in the 
coming week and names at risk of a short squeeze.  
 

 Sanderson Farms most shorted in North America and at risk of squeeze ahead of earnings  

 Mining downturn puts Joy Global’s dividend at risk 

 Shorts hold on to Scandinavian Airlines ahead of earnings even as shares take off 
 

North America 

 
 
Most shorted ahead of earnings in North 
America this week is Sanderson Farms with 
33% of shares outstanding on loan.  
 

 
  
The poultry producer has been targeted by 
short sellers for over 12 months. The recent 
rise in share price has seen the stock rank in 
the top percentage of names at risk of 
suffering a squeeze by Markit Research 
Signals’ Short Squeeze model. 
 

Second most shorted is Pier 1 Imports with 
20.9% of shares outstanding on loan. Short 
sellers who increased positions in Pier 1 the 
previous quarter will have been rewarded as 
the stock has slid some 28% since.  
 

 
 
Winnebago Industries with 16.4% of shares 
outstanding on loan has seen shares rally 
almost 20% since October 2015 when the 
firm reported improved full year earnings for 
its 2015 fiscal year.  
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Short sellers have however covered positions 
only marginally by 6% in Winnebago since 
October 2015.  
 

 
 
Joy Global, a manufacturer of heavy 
machinery used in the mining of commodities 
is the fourth most shorted stock ahead of 
earnings in North America with 15.2% of 
shares outstanding on loan. Shares in the 
firm have fallen 70% in the last six months 
alone as basic resources and commodities 
prices continue to hover at seven year lows.  
 
Markit Dividend Forecasting is expecting 
Joy to cut its quarterly dividend by 50% to 
$0.1 per share. Last quarter the company 
posted a 10% drop in sales and diluted 
earnings per share fell 35% compared with 
the same quarter last year.  Management has 
commented that it is likely to consider 
reducing its dividend rate due to the expected 
step down in sales and earnings for 2016.  
 

Europe 

 
 
Most shorted in Europe ahead of earnings 
once again, with 9.8% of shares outstanding 
on loan is mobile chip maker Imagination 
Technologies. Short sellers have covered 
positions by 15% in the last three months 

during which the stock price has declined 
30%.  
 

 
 
Scandinavian passenger airline Sas is tied for 
the top position as most shorted in Europe 
ahead of earnings with short sellers steadily 
increasing positions since early 2015 to 9.8% 
of shares outstanding on loan currently. 
Shorts have continued to increase positions 
even while Sas shares have rallied by 32% in 
the last three months.  
 

 
 
Austrian real estate and investment services 
provider Immofinanz continues to see relatively 
high levels of short interest at 3.9% of shares 
outstanding on loan. The firm has a number of 
convertible bond issuances outstanding which 
may explain why short interest movements track 
movements in the share price as bond holders 
hedge their exposures. 
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Apac 

 
 
Most shorted in Apac is Kumiai Chemical 
Industry with 4.1% of shares outstanding on 
loan. Short sellers in the Japanese 
agricultural chemical firm covered almost 
20% of positions in November and December 
as shares have remained buoyant since 
September, rising some 35%.  
 

 
  
 

 
 
Second most shorted ahead of earnings in 
Apac is Japanese housing and construction 
firm Nihon House Holdings. Short interest has 
increased fivefold in the last three months to 
reach 4.2% of shares outstanding on loan 
currently.  
 

 
 

Short sellers have increased stakes in 
Enigmo whose volatile shares rose and then 
subsequently fell by a third during the middle 
of the year. The company operates an online 
social shopping site “BUYMA” and has seen 
shares outstanding on loan increase to 3.1%.  
 
To receive more information on Securities 
Finance, Research Signals, Exchange 
Traded Products, Dividend Forecasting or 
our Short Squeeze model please contact us 
 
To read this article on our commentary 
website please click here. 
 

2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

12/2014 02/2015 04/2015 06/2015 08/2015 10/2015

% Shares on loan PriceSource: Markit 

Immofinanz Ag 
% Shares on loan   Price 

700

750

800

850

900

950

1000

1050

1100

1150

1200

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

4.5

5.0

12/2014 02/2015 04/2015 06/2015 08/2015 10/2015

% Shares on loan PriceSource: Markit 

Kumiai Chemical Industry Co Ltd 
% Shares on loan   

Price 

440

460

480

500

520

540

560

580

600

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

4.5

5.0

12/2014 02/2015 04/2015 06/2015 08/2015 10/2015

% Shares on loan PriceSource: Markit 

Nihon House Holdings Co Ltd 
% Shares on loan   Price 

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

12/2014 02/2015 04/2015 06/2015 08/2015 10/2015

% Shares on loan PriceSource: Markit 

Enigmo Inc 
% Shares on loan   Price 

https://www.markit.com/product/pricing-data-securities-finance
https://www.markit.com/product/pricing-data-securities-finance
https://www.markit.com/Product/Research-Signals
https://www.markit.com/Product/ETP
https://www.markit.com/Product/ETP
https://www.markit.com/Product/Dividend-Forecasting
mailto:press@markit.com?subject=Contact%20us:%20Most%20shorted/Short%20Squeeze
http://www.markit.com/Commentary/Get/11122015-Equities-Most-shorted-ahead-of-earnings


 
Markit Equities Research 

   

Relte Stephen Schutte 

Analyst 

Markit  

Tel: +44 207 064 6447          

Email: relte.schutte@markit.com 

For further information, please visit www.markit.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The intellectual property rights to this report provided herein is owned by Markit Group limited. Any unauthorised use, including but not limited to copying, distributing, transmitting or 
otherwise of any data appearing is not permitted without Markit’s prior consent. Markit shall not have any liability, duty or obligation for or relating to the content or information (“data”) 
contained herein, any errors, inaccuracies, omission or delays in the data, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. In no event shall Markit be liable for any special, incidental, consequential 
damages, arising out of the use of the data. Markit is a trademark owned by the Markit group. 
 
 This report does not constitute nor shall it be construed as an offer by Markit to buy or sell any particular security, financial instrument or financial service.  The analysis provided in this report is 
of a general and impersonal nature. This report shall not be construed as providing investment advice that is adapted to or appropriate for any particular investment strategy or portfolio.  This 
report does not and shall not be construed as providing any recommendations as to whether it is appropriate for any person or entity to “buy”, “sell” or “hold” a particular investment. 

  

mailto:relte.schutte@markit.com
http://www.markit.com/

