
Global petrochemical demand is set to strengthen further this amid a broad and synchronized global 
expansion.

Improved export markets, particularly Asia and Latin America, are helping absorb increases in US 
chemical production and providing a welcome rebound in global trade, particularly important as US 
petrochemical production ramps up over the next few years. North American producers are expected 
to add nearly 10 million metric tons/year of ethylene between 2016 and the end of 2019, a roughly 30% 
boost to capacity. Most of that capacity will come online between now and mid-2019.

The sustained global economic expansion that is driving growth is likely to challenge limits of existing capacity in many petro-
chemical markets. Base-case forecast scenarios will require existing assets to stretch to meet demand, experts say.
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